
Whencondosrule
theEastside
Where will all the lesbians go?

wil be hidden a$ay somev'nere or
Mdit current exhibit consists of pmhed out somewhere else."

l{athaniel Christopher nine mired mediapaintings that Mari, a tu-ll-time anisr who
chmnicle the changing face of the worls at the Centre on Bute St to
Dok'ntown Eastside. The paintings "suppon her an habif" is not only
arereminis.entofMingprints.Ele- facingevictionftomherstudiobut
gant stokes folm foliag€, plant6, possiblyher Mout Pleas3rt home,
rock, conca€t€, smokestack and shich she shares with her parher

and I guess itt a sort of ironic tide and I dont like it. I like living in the
because I dont believe that it is cit,. I lite being fairly anonymous.
building for a better tomonow l like deciding e'ho my co]rmuity

RT IIAS COME TO
life in an ironic twist of
el€nts for a lesbian artist

while creating an exhibition of
drawings about g€nEifi cation,
Elaine Mdi received news that her
aparEnent md studio, both
located in East Vancouver, had

other urban representations.
"The nme of the show is

Building for a Better Tomorow

and 6eir dogs. She l@es living in
Eastvancou\€c it's home for her.

"I li\€d in rwal areas aI my life

be€n purchased by develapers.
Mari rcnts studio space in a

convened warehouse in fte
Dorr|tosn Eastsida From the out-
side it's a nondescfpt building. An
unassuming door on a side steet
opeis to a small eleBtor with a
manual door that wllish past
floo$ ofample studio space

When the elelstor finaly
grinds to a halt, the door op€ns
onto a huge room that takes up
almost the entire expans€ of the
fifth floor with ceilinSs that seem
to reach halfiday up to the sky,
bright windes burstinS with day-
light and dusty wooden floors
resplendent with the markings of
acrylic paint, Mari's Eastside
studio is a cradle of insplarion.

Mari sits in the comer gazing
out the window, sadling a cup of
tea The sight of buildings, or€r-
pass€s and trafrc below seems
incongruous with the seredty
inside One of the more domimt
features of the skltine is the
mistakable peach, beige and
ofi-'€llM hues of condorninium

"Every day when I walk dovm
here to go to llork, I see consEuc-
non a.nd upgrading and 'sold'
siSns on peoplet home3. Itb con
stant building and changing and
havinS this building going up
behind s 6ere blocking out the
view of False Crcek. That mesns I
may hsve to move farther out of
the city becaus€ I wont be able to

Each pictue ha! a slogan or
sayiDg written on it. Sayings lite
'safety tust,' 'we can't keep this
up forever,' and'I don't quite get
it' prod the viewer to ask awk-
ward questions about the tuture

"On Building for a Better
Tomorrow I had oily been here a
short time and I was w?tching that
building being developed back
here- Much of the imagery comes
hom that building."

That building is a condo
development creeping up behind
her studio. She remdks on the
contrasting image of poverty
against a backdrop ofwealth and

"Seeing the Sarbage lying up in
ftont, that is a rcpresentation of
just how poor this area is-dl the
dumpsters being dumped out [byl
people looking for snrtr And then
at &e same time you got this big
condo goine up there and tit'sl this
juxtaposition of these two lhings."

Marih an explorcs not only the
junaposition but $e intercormec-
tion between de!€lopment and
poverty in the Eastside. Througb
th€ process of genbfication,
people lose then homes, liveli'
hoods and comnunity.

"One has a huge impact on the
other itb going to have. It'll all be
clean md tidy sometime soon. But
all the people who suwive by going
into the dumpsters to ffnd things

is going to b€ and not havifg it

Mary of the propsties b€ing
rcdeveloped are hous€s and build-
ings which, until now, have been
mor€ afiordable for p€ople with
low incomes. They are often
replaced by prohibitively e4'en,
sirc condo developments. Mari
wordes that Eastvancouver's les-
bian commufty b particularly
\dnerable to this trend.

"Many ofmy friends live in
Mount Pleas€nt, but mary lii€
other places as we[, itrcluding the
Ddv€ and East Vancouver It has
been a place that's been atrordable
for women who dont have hish
iDcomes. That's certainty been a
truim about the lesbism commu-
nity. Thereh not the amuenc€
you'll find in heterosexual com-
mlmities in the same way,"

When asked about the long-
term effects of gentriication on
the lesbian community, Mdi con
jws up sobering images of a
weakened queer presence. what
will happen to E6tvocou\,q?
What wil become of the lesbians

"The/I go different places, I
8uess, and the commmitywil not
be as sEon&" she concludes.
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